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Last Christmas 
was one of the 
quietest we've 
ever had, and 
one of the most 
important.  We 
had celebrated 
the big day ear-
lier in December 
with our kids 
and grandkids. 
On Christmas 

they were with their spouse's families. Mother 
Wheeler was no longer able to make the trip to 
spend the holidays with us either. So for the 
first time in our married life, we were on our 
own at Christmas. 
     We could sleep in as long as we wanted. No 
messy wrapping paper to clean up. A leisurely 
brunch could be enjoyed. Even Christmas day 
football games without interruption were a pos-
sibility. 
      But none of that seemed satisfying. Our 
Christmas still begged to be shared. So early 
morning last December 25th we got in the car 
and drove to Ohio where Mom Wheeler lives in 
a nursing home. We surprised her at noon, 
went to Christmas dinner in the home's dining 
room, sat with her as she dozed in the early 
afternoon, then headed back to Rochester and 
bed time for ourselves. 
 Though it was one of the quietest 
Christmases, it was one of  the most spe-
cial.  We never know after we visit my mother 
whether it will be the last trip when she remem-
bers us or if it will be the last one when she is 
still living. 
  At 92 she has had a wonderful life. Yet 
age has robbed her of  much of her cognitive 
ability and physical stamina. Neither special 
occasions nor the passage of time mean much 

to her. She is content to sit on the love seat 
her grandmother bequeathed  to her, with a 
daily newspaper in her lap, and a Turner 
Classic Movie quietly playing on the TV.  If 
children from the facility's day care center pay 
a visit, she is as delighted as if it was the first 
time she had held a youngster on her lap. 
     She no longer remembers names, events, 
or sometimes even that she was married. But 
what she does understand is kindness. She 
cherishes affection, and lives out the golden 
rule as the unforgettable commandment. She 
is blissfully confused and she is still a bless-
ing to everyone she meets. 
      Mom Wheeler didn't remember our Christ-
mas visit last year for more than a day. That 
doesn't matter a bit. I do. And though it was 
one of the quietest in my experience, it was 
one of the best. For Christ came near again, 
afresh, anew. 
      There is a place for the mayhem of a 
Christmas morning in a house full of kids. 
There is a place for the quiet of a Christmas 
day spent in gentle communion with one old 
soul who incarnates life's fullness. 
  
     Dear friends, this Advent/Christmas sea-
son, the new-born presence of Christ may 
come to you in unexpected ways. The prom-
ise is always there. I invite you to give the 
spirit room, to believe in the power of love 
and that it will make its way into your world 
even in unexpected ways. I hope you trust 
that the grace of God will be born for you, and 
that you honor it as a gif, and celebrate its 
presence with great joy, 
even quietly, this love that 
comes to help us be reborn 
to hope. 
 

        GBU, 
  Rev. David 
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OUR WORSHIP  
 

Classic Worship at 9 AM,  
in a traditional setting. 

Celebration Worship at 11 AM,  
praise in a blended setting 

 

Imagine what's Possible:  

 

November 27 ñ "When the Word Becomes Flesh"  

K.C. Lazzara will lead our worship as we begin Advent  

with reflection on God's spirit and word in Creation.  

 

December 4    "When The Times are In God's Hand"  

Our Annual Rite of Remembrance at 9 AM  

The Lord's Supper at both services.    

Rev. Wheeler will speak about social change, in God's design.  

 

December 11    Children's Christmas Pageant at 11 AM  

  Rev. Wheeler will speak at the 9 a.m. service to  

Imagining What's Possible "When God's Peace Sighs for Us"  

 

December 18   "When God hears your borning cries no  

matter what age you are" ñ  Rev. Wheeler will offer a  

sermon based on the favorite hymn, and its belief  

that God is involved gracefully in all of life's passages.  

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE! 

SATURDAY, Dec. 24    

Let us celebrate  

the Birth of the Unconquerable Son!  

Our candle light services are at 5:00, 7:30 and 11:00 PM  

 

Sunday, December 25  

10 AM Worship only on Christmas Day.    

We'll celebrate by singing Christmas carols  

and reflecting on the Lord's Songs  

 

January 1, 2012  Worship only at 10 AM.    

We will share in the Sacrament of the   Lord's Supper.    

Rev. Wheeler will reflect on "When Time Is In God's Hands".  

 

January 8, 2012  Worship at 9 and 11 AM    

We will honor all those who have celebrated the miracle of birth in the year 

passed. Rev. Wheeler's sermon is called "When God Calls Your Name".  
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Our VISION STATEMENT  
First Congregational Church, U.C.C. of Rochester 

 

Compassion, Community and Christ Build Our Church  

Betty Clowesley  

Kay Johnston  

Josh Johnston  

Jim Keeler  

 
 

Our prayers are lifted up to the families 

who are mourning the death of loved ones.  

In the same spirit we share the great hope 

of eternal life for all who are Godõs own. 

 

Dr. Robert Groves,  who passed away on 

10 -31.  Rev. Wheeler conducted a Memorial 

Service for Dr. Bob on November 12
th
 

 

Joy Arnold , who passed away on 11 -1.  

Rev. Wheeler conducted a Graveside  

Funeral for Joy on November 5
th
. 

 

CAPITAL STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN! 
WOW!  What a great dinner event on  

November 20!  A True celebration! 
It was such a fun time for the whole church family as we  

Celebrated the commitments made to the  
Capital Stewardship Journey!  Thanks to the organizers! 

 

And although this Parish Post is being printed BEFORE 
The total pledges are known, we have faith that  

The total will be FANTASTIC! 

 
Be sure to be in church on December 4  

when we GO BANANAS!  
We will  announce the grand total of the pledged commitments 

Banana bread, banana activities for the kids ð all during coffee hour! 
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Mary Jane Rowley Greenberg, mother of 

Sandy Purdon, who passed away on 11 -7.  

Rev. Wheeler conducted Funeral services for 

Mary on November 14
th
. 

 

Shirley Moore  who passed away on 11 -16.  

Rev. Wheeler conducted a Memorial Service 

for Shirley on November 19
th
. 

 

We celebrate the Sacrament of Infant Baptism 

for Taylor Marie Mahan  and the Christian 

commitment of her parents, Rebecca and 

Mathew Mahan.  Rev. Wheeler shared the 

sacrament with family and friends on  

November 21
st
. 

 

Stephanie Lange  

Bud Mathews  

Lynne Musson  
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PRESENTS FOR PARENTS 
  
 Our church is again sponsoring the Christmas project, Presents for Parents.  The parents 
identified by Rochester Area Neighborhood House as candidates for Christmas gifts for their chil-
dren have very limited resources.  To brighten the Christmas for the adults, we hope to give them 
a shirt-sized gift box filled with a variety of items that they can open on Christmas morning.   
 We are asking that you donate any of the following items:  gloves, socks, toiletries, kitchen 
linens, wrapped candy, stationery, decks of cards, etc.  Large bins will be on the stage in  
Fellowship Hall from Nov. 21 to Dec. 12 to accept your donations. 
 

 There are also 3 activities where you can help:   
  Monday, Dec. 12 (6:30 to 9:00) Come assemble  the boxes;  
  Tuesday, Dec. 13 (9:00 to 1:00) Wrap and Pack followed by a pot luck lunch;  
  Friday, Dec. 16 (time TBD)   Help pass out the gifts to very  

     appreciative parents at Shopping Day. 
 

Thank you very much for caring about others.   
Please donate your time and items for these fun and rewarding activities.   
If you have any questions, please call Sherry Tudrick (248-650-9462)  
   or Joyce  Dawson (248-652-2089). 

The Giving Tree 
(formerly the Sharing Tree) 

 

Neighborhood House, area businesses, other community churches, and  
First Congregational will again work together to provide Christmas presents to      

Neighborhood House clients this year.  The name and process has changed a little,                    
but the program is still heartwarming. This is how it works:  

 

The Giving Tree is up in Fellowship Hall. It is decorated with lights and gift tags 
from Neighborhood House with clientsô Christmas needs and wishes.                
For example, Board Game for Boy and Girl under 10.  
The congregation will have the opportunity to choose a tag from the tree. 
Purchase the needed item listed on the tag. 
Place the tag with the unwrapped gift under the Giving Tree before December 11. 

 
If a member finds he or she canôt purchase the item on the tag, return the tag to the Giving Tree as 
 soon as possible, so someone else will have a chance to purchase the item. 
Cash donations and checks are accepted. Envelopes for donations will also be on the Giving Tree. 

Designate Giving Tree on the memo line on your check and place it in the offering plate or give 
to the church office.  

On December 11, the Mission Possible Committee will meet to purchase remaining items needed 
with the cash donations. 

December 12-16 in Fellowship Hall at our church, Neighborhood House will coordinate client     

requests and donated items for Pick-Up Day, which will be on December 16. 

We hope you will consider helping out  
  a family this holiday season. 

   The Mission: Possible Committee 
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GOODFELLOWS PAPER SALE 
DECEMBER 2 & 3 

 
The Rochester Fire Department will be holding their annual Paper Sale 

 December 2 & 3, 2011 on the streets of Rochester. 
If you would like to help put the papers together at 8 a.m. Fri. or Sat., December 2 and 3, or 

sell the papers on that weekend, please call Jim Purdom at 248-651-3268 or email 

sandy.purdom@gmail.com. 
 
ALL of the proceeds from this Paper Sale goes to our Food Pantry .  This last year has 

been very difficult for many families in our area, so this is an important project to help sustain 
the pantry as we feed many of our neighbors!  Funds gathered will be used to purchase fresh 
fruits and vegetables, as well as basic food items as the pantry shelves become empty! 

 
We appreciate all the help our church family has given us over the years.   We extra hands are 

always welcome. 
    Thank You, 
      Jim Purdom 

DECEMBER 10   ð CHURCH FELLOWSHIP TIME!  
 

A HOLIDAY ñFUNò RAISER 
ñWhen the moon hits the sky, like a big pizza pie..   
  Thatôs AMORE!ò   
And you are going to LOVE 
 AN EVENING WITH YOUR INNER ITALIAN ð  
 You know, that passionate, pasta-eating, 
 Bocci ïball playing, ceiling-painting, gondola-riding 

    Wonderful person that is  YOU! 

 ADULTS, TEENS, KIDS ð  
  EVERYONE SHOULD COME!! 
   TICKETS ON SALE NOW!  
$5 ADULTS, $2 KIDS  ð THE EVENT STARTS AT 6 PM 

 

We will have a lasagna baking contesté!   
Best recipe ð great prizes!  Some entertainment too! 
 
Kidsô activities!  Spaghettiðpizzaïpasta and MORE! 
Sponsored by the Music Committee!   

mailto:sandy.purdom@gmail.com
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Don Bishop 

248 375 0113 

 

Kathy Campbell 

248 375 2757 

 

Lloyd Dempsey 

248 669 5251 

 

Fred Dunn 

248 656 6081 

 

Jim Keeler 

248 650 7798 

 

Russ Menko 

248 709 2786 

 

Boris Usztan 

248 622 8353  

 

Open position 

    Maybe for YOU??? 

 

Open position 

    Or maybe here? 

The Board of Trustees is looking into:  
A re-evaluation of our Building Use Policy after being in place for 
two years.  We hope to simplify the process and then implement it 
more fully. 
 

Contracting for a new water conditioner so that we can have our 
replacement Heat Exchanger installed.  Our new building has 
been without hot water for 2 months.  Chemical analysis of our 
water is the final stage for this process. 

 

Opting for a long term repair to the adult library and boiler room leaks with a new underground dry 
well solution.  We are receiving final bids. 

 

Your BOT is looking forward  to receiving the good news of our Capital Stewardship 

Journey.  We are grateful to all church family members who are participating in the process.   
Some of the funds received will go towards some of our significant maintenance needs. YAY! 

 

We are looking out  for you and your ministry space.  We have been evaluating closet 

space and encouraging all Ministry Teams to be respectful of others.  Thank you for taking 
care of all of the ñthingsò that help you do ministry to serve others so well. 

 

Overall, the church is looking good!   We are currently re-evaluating our custodial staff 

job descriptions and responsibilities so that we can take care of our building, prepare all 
spaces, and maintain our growing inventory of all things mechanical and technical. 

 

Things are looking up  for First Congregational Church!  Our congregation has just com-

pleted a prayerful process to approach a very tough financial situation.  We hope to continue 
to receive congregational input as to how we might best approach ongoing and increasing ex-
penses. 

 

The Board of Trustees voted to explore the stewardship of our Pine Street Property.  We have 

asked Don Westphal to look at  all options with the city of Rochester Hills all while the 

Board of Trustee brainstorms ideas to present to the congregation.   
 

All in all, the Board of Trustees is cheerfully looking after  our resources and blessings.  

Please let us know if we should be paying attention to a particular area of the church.   

 Thank you! 
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Sunday, December 4 
Rite of Remembrance  

at the 9 a.m. service.  
 

We will pause to reflect on the lives of those 
from our church family who have gone on to 
their eternal reward during this past year at our 
annual Rite of Remembrance.  This is also a 
day for each of us to celebrate the lives of all 
those who have touched us. 
 

 

Sunshine 
list  

birthdays! 
 

Walter Moore  Dec. 1 
Laurie Elliott   Dec. 5 
Jake Wade   Dec. 6 

Lenore Talley  Dec. 11 
Millie Carleton   Dec.14 

CROP WALK UPDATE!! 

Holiday breakfast 
December 18,  

At 8 and 10 a.m. 
 
 
 

Hosted by our 
Senior High 

Youth Group! 

Christmas offering 
 

This year we will again support our  
Pastorôs Fund with gifts given as  

Christmas Offering.   
This fund enables Rev. Wheeler to  

support church members who are in  
financial need, by helping cover food, rent, 

gas, and/or insurance expenses!   
Funds are given at the Pastorôs discretion, 

and with the love of the entire  
congregation.   

The Rochester Area Crop Walk raised 
$16,011.89 this year, plus another 

$1390 from the on -line giving.  

FCC raised $1,906.00.  Barb & Brad 
Barnes raised $1425.00 in honor of 
Ella Steele. 

 Remember 25% of the total raised 

will stay in the area with 1/3 going to 
Neighborhood House, 1/3 going to 
the food pantry and the other 1/3   

going to the Community Kitchen.  

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE   

as of November 20  
 

     For the operating budget fiscal 2011 -12  

Pledges received:         $ 131,784  

  Pledges anticipated:        $ 131,035   

Please have your articles for the 
January Parish Post turned in to the 

office by December 21é  
we hope to mail by December 29é 

As you can see our plan for a smaller  
December issue didnôt quite happené 
Maybe in January! 
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December 24     Christmas eve services  

 5 pm ð Children from the church school will perform! 
 7:30 pm ð Our youth choirs will bring music to worship 
 11 pm ð Our adult groups will provide special music at worship 

 
  December 25  CHRISTMAS DAY ð  

  ONE SERVICE OF WORSHIP 10 A.M. 
       

December 26        The FCC building is closedé 
Sunday, January 1, 2012  NEW YEARôS DAY ð  
 again one service of worship at 10 a.m. 

Advent Events!  
As we start towards the Advent Season, here are several things to keep in mind... 
SPONSOR A POINSETTIA  ð fill out the form on Page 12! 
 

December 2 & 3 Goodfellowsô Paper drive ð raising funds for the pantry! 
 

December 3  CRAFT SALE from 3 to 5 pmð in The Conference Room 
 

December 4  Rite of Remembrance  (at 9 AM) and Communion in worship 
 GO BANANAS ! ð at coffee hour  

 Rochester parade at 2 pm 
 Community Concert at 7 pm / St. Andrewôs Church 

 
December 10   Kidsô pageant rehearsal 4:30 to 5:45 
   ITALIANO EXTRAVAGANZO ð A REAL  ñFUNò RAISER!  
    Starts at 6 pm.  ALL are Welcome!  Music! Entertainment!  
 

December 11 Christmas pageant during  11 a.m. worship,  
     with family activities after the service! 
   2 pm Ecclesiastical Council for Carol Hall! 
 

December 12 Help pack Presents for Parents gifts 6:30 PM 
    Lots of sorting/organizing to do! 
December 13 Wrap Nô Pack at 9 AM with a potluck luncheon. 
 

December 15 Caroling starts at 6:30 PMð ALL are welcome. 

December 16 Help with passing out Presents for Parents! 
 

December 17 CrossWords concert ð 7:30 pm 
December 18 HOLIDAY BREAKFAST hosted by the Senior High Youth! 
    Come enjoy a wonderful breakfast cooked by our SHYGsters.   
    Breakfast served at   8 and 10 AM. 
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K.O.O.L.  
Kids Of Our Lord  

Middle School Youth!  

Nov. 27 12:15 to 2 PM  
Dec. 4 FAMILY EVENT �±  
 Rochester Christmas Parade  
 (No meeting) 
Dec. 11 12:15 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. Meeting 
Dec. 18 12:15 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. (Christmas Party! Yay!) 
Dec. 25 NO MEETING �± CHRISTMAS DAY! 
Jan. 1 No Meeting �²  �1�H�Z���<�H�D�U�¶�V���'�D�\�� 

 

 òStar of Wonderó 
To be performed Sunday December 11, at the 11:00 Service . 

Please mark these important dates on your calendar  

EVERYONE needs to attend on these dates to practice.  
 

    Run Through:      

December 4 th  at 10:00 -10:45 during Sunday school  

Dress Rehearsal:      

       December 10 th  from 4 -5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary  

Right before the  

           Italian Dinner!  

       Performance Day:        

December 11th  at  

 the 11:00 Service  
 

Please see Ms. Lyndsay for  

 more information!  
 

 

SHYG Schedule for December 
 

December 4th       Parade - starts at 2:00 pm  
December 11th   Assist with Christmas Pageant   
                             Lunch & Ornament making! 
December 18th   Christmas Breakfast    
   Plan on early arrival!!!  
   Christmas Celebration too 
December 25th    No meeting - Merry Christmas! 
January 1st          No meeting - Happy New Year! 

Christmas Musical Afterglow  
Join us after the "Star of Wonder" performance on 
December 11 for lunch in Fellowship Hall.  Every-
one is welcome!   Please bring a crock pot of 

your favorite soup or macaroni and cheese to 
share! The Christian Education board will provide 

drinks and dessert.  We will make fun decorations 
to remember and celebrate the hard work on this 

beautiful day. Hope you can join us!  


