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Now among those who went up to
worship at the festival were some
Greeks. They came to Philip, and said

to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”
- John 12:20-21

The Gospel doesn’t reveal whether the
Greeks succeeded in their quest or not,
except to note that to see Jesus, one must
follow him and be a servant to others. In
that spirit, Christ belongs to the world.
There is more than one picture of the Lord.
Because in the Gospel account again, Je-
sus said, Whoever loves me will keep my
word, and our God will love them and we
will come to them and make our home with
them. (14:23).

Kenny Loggins’ children’s song makes
the point: “Some children see him lily
white... Some him bronzed and brown...
Some children see him almond-eyed...
Some see him dark as they... The children
in each diffrent place will see the baby

Jesus’ face, like theirs, but bright with
heavenly grace.”
When the Detroit Institute of Art

announced its exhibition of the Rembrandt
portraits of the Head of Christ, it portrayed
Rembrandt as a ground-breaking artist who
brought new dimensions into view. As the
first western-culture artist to portray Jesus
as a Mediterranean Jew, he defied con-
vention, but gave the world a truer view of
Jesus.

The DIA exhibit is phenomenal and in-
spiring. Rembrandt's masterpieces are
surely worth the price of admission; yet not
because the artist has somehow created a
more photographic representation of Jesus

for the world. The mastery is in the heart,
mind and spirit of Christ, as portrayed in
Rembrandt’s pieces.

Take a moment, try your hand at draw-
ing an eye. Can you make it look sad or
angry or full of joy? Can you draw hands
that invite others into peace or into an em-
brace of love? Can you make a furrowed
brow look intensely intelligent, or the tilt of
the head become compassionate?

With a few strokes of the hand with
charcoal or a pen, Rembrandt could do all
this. And bringing his portraits of Jesus
back to the greater truth of Jesus’ Middle
Eastern heritage, he reminded the world
that the love of God revealed in Christ
transcended European culture.

That ground-breaking paradigm shift
reminded the world that the Christ of faith
can be witnessed in all kinds of cultural
expressions that lift up Jesus’ spirit. No
matter what the image, it is true to life
when Christ is portrayed reaching out to
care.

Yet there is no more important repre-
sentation of Jesus Christ, than for his
spirit to come to life. There is no greater
testimony to the gospel of Jesus Christ
than for others to see Christ in us, with
eyes that express our care, hands that
work for peace, hearts that turn over in
compassion, minds that seek reconcilia-
tion, and words and deeds that share
love.

May we, dear friends, help be an
answer to the timeless desire,
“We wish to see Jesus.”

GBU,
Rev. David
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OUR WORSHIP

With my whole heart | will seek you, O God;
Do not let me stray from your commandments,

But treasure your word in my heart.
-Psalm 119:10-11

Our Sunday Services
Classic Worship at 9 AM, in a traditional setting.
Celebration Worship at 11 AM, praise in a blended setting.

Sunday, February 5

Our worship will be led by our Seminary Intern KC Lazzara.
The Sanctuary Choir will sing at the 9 AM service. Cross-
Words will perform at 11 AM.

Sunday, February 12 Sacrament of Communion

In the cusp of time between sports seasons, we take up the
New Testament’s use of sports as a metaphor of faith.
Though the Apostle Paul wrote that he had run the race, Rev.
Wheeler will offer a sermon called There Is No Finish Line.
Alleluia Ringers will play at the 9 AM service. The Pray’se
Choir will sing at 11 AM.

Sunday, February 19

Jesus taught that those who were his followers must be ser-
vants. Yet the work of servanthood is among the least com-
mon attributes of discipleship. Rev. Wheeler will speak to the
congregation about being Christ’s servants following Paul’s
teaching in 2 Corinthians 4, titled Errand Runners for Christ.
The Sanctuary Choir will sing at the 9 AM service. And our
CrossWords Band will perform at 11 AM.

Wednesday, February 22 Ash Wednesday Worship 7:30 PM
Join us for our traditional observance with which to enter the
Lenten Season. This is a quiet and reverent time for reflec-
tion and spiritual renewal. The imposition of ashes will be
offered. The Lord’s Supper will be served. Rev. Wheeler’s
sermon is called, Blessed Are The Merciful. The Sanctuary
Choir will lift up an anthem during the service.

Sunday, February 26 First Sunday In Lent

Our congregation written Lenten Devotional focuses on the
teachings of Jesus. Those often startling and challenging,
but beautiful teachings have parallels in our own First Con-
gregational Church core values. Our Lenten worship will help
us connect these two with reflections and faith practices.
Rev. Wheeler will offer the first sermon on the themes called,
The Cost of Discipleship. The Sanctuary Choir will sing at the
9 AM service. CrossWords will perform at 11 AM.

Please share your con-
cerns with God as we
pray for these First
Congregational Church
friends who have been
hospitalized:

Betty Clowesley
Bruce MacGregor
Bob McKenney
Lee Musson

We celebrate with
those added to the
Cradle Roll in a
ceremony during
worship on Jan. 8!

2010
Warren Bauer
Megan Cuthbertson

2011
Alexis May
Brooklynn Carey
Vladimir Usztan
Theodore Johnston
Taylor Mahan
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Our VISION STATEMENT
First Congregational Church, U.C.C. of Rochester

Compassion, Community and Christ Build Our Church

Below is a brief review of the Jan 22, 2012 congregational
meeting attended by 61 congregational members.

The meeting was called to order at 1:01 PM by Abbie Goerg, the
Moderator of our Lay Leadership Group. She offered thanks to
the PRIDE group who hosted and provided our lunch. Attendees
then participated in a prayer exercise which focused on “Where is
God calling First Congregational Church this new year?”

Lisa Young, Vice-Moderator, informed the congregation that open
positions on our Lay Leadership Group (one spot) and the Board
of Trustees (two) still need to be filled. Nominations for yourself or
someone else can be given to Lisa Young or Abbie Georg for vote
by the congregation at the next congregational meeting in March
2012. (tentative date set for March 18, 2012)

New business:
A Capital Stewardship Journey update was given by Kathy
Campbell, BOT chair — Numbers are on P. 5 of this Post.

The Board of Trustees presented the need for a change in our
by-laws regarding the sale of property given to the church;
particularly in light of State of Michigan property statutes.
Some discussion followed. Kathy Campbell, David Camp-
bell, and Russ Menko represented the Board of Trustees.
Questions and concerns were expressed and addressed.
This will be addressed further at the March, 2012 meeting.

Karen Mitchell, LLG member, briefly reviewed the results gath-
ered from the lunchtime tabletop discussions which fea-
tured a questionnaire about the FCC Core Values. We
looked at which core values we felt are our strengths and
which ones could use more attention in the future. Further
explanation and more specific results will be offered at a
later date by LLG, hopefully in next month’s Parish Post!

The congregation was led in singing “Here | Am, Lord” by Lisa
Young on the piano.

A closing prayer was offered by Abbie Goerg, LLG Moderator with
meeting adjournment at 1:54 pm.

S. Heyniger, Clerk

PASTOR’S CLASS
TO BEGIN
SUNDAY MARCH 4™

A Four Week Course
in Christian Living
For Newcomers and
Everyone Else

Rev. Wheeler will offer this
spiritual, practical and
inspirational experience about
the Christian life.

It’s about everything you’ve
always wanted to know but
were afraid to ask.

We’ll work on:

e A Tool Box for Christian

Practice.

e The Top 10 things every

Christian should know.

e Identifying passions and

gifts for service.

e The Story of the UCC and

First Congregational
Church.

The Pastor’s Class
Is for anyone in our Church!
If you would like a faith
refresher, please come.
If you are a guest or newcomer
to Church, please come.

The Class will meet at 12:15
PM on Sundays for four weeks
beginning March 4.
The Wheelers’ “almost-
famous” soups will be served
each week.
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FAMILY

MOVIE NIGHT &
Friday, Feb. 10, 7 PM

On February 10 our Christian Education
board is sponsoring a family fun night for
kids and adults. There will be popcorn, sno
cones, and drinks, along with films for all
ages! We will be viewing:
Jonah and the Whale
Soul Surfer
Dolphin Tale
Come join your church family
in a relaxing evening at church.

NOTE — Please be aware that the time and food
offered is different than
what was advertized in the January Parish Post --
some of our plans changed...
Hope 7 pm on the 10th works for you!

ASH ey
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 22
7:30 PM SERVICE

Deadline for March issue of our Parish Post:

February 22 (Ash Wednesday)

JOIN IN THE FELLOWSHIP!
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 6 PM

Pancake supper
hosted by
KOOL

SHROVE
TUESDAY

Faith in your Family — Genealogy 101

ture

Join us for this new Ministry Team experience. Come to enjoy talk-
ing about family history, faith stories and how to document your
family lineage. We're all beginners and are glad to share what we
know with you.

Fridays, 9:30 a.m.—11:00 a.m.

e February 10—Basic genealogy
e February 17—Family, Faith and Funny stories
e February 24—How to display it all and reproduce for the fu-

Cheryl Bittner and Kathy Campbell will be your facilitators. $5.00
donation suggested for paper packet provided at first meeting.
No need to attend all three—come and join us as you wish!
Bring names, dates, clippings, books, stories if you have them.
Sign up in the narthex if you would—not required.
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It’s Hot, it’s Cold, it’s Wet. Yeah!

We're not talking about the dog’s nose. However, the Board of

Trustees feels like it’s been chasing it’s own tail with regard to a few Capltal
necessary repairs. We are finalizing the process in replacing our heat Stewa rdshlp
exchanger which supplies hot water to the whole building. It’s a very

sensitive piece of equipment! And additional repairs were required Jour‘ney

on our boiler this month. AND we’ve had a new dry well installed at 111 Pledging Units
the north end of the building. We continue to give thanks to Don
Bishop, Boris Usztan and Keith Hartley for staying on top of these $391,000 Pledged
challenging projects. 19.8% received as of 1/15/2012
The Board has been working on our Building Use Policy. After
having it in place for a year or so, it was time to review our processes
and adjust the policy to recognize how our ministries, members and
community groups have actually been requesting, reserving and con-

tracting for the building use. We plan to simplify! ﬁ::::%::::ﬁ
Looking forward to spring, we will begin work on Stewardship and e e

our budgeting process for presentation at the June annual meeting. OPERATING BUDGET
We continue to give thanks for the Capital Stewardship Journey and as of January 15

the most wonderful presentation of early gifts. These funds have

You are so generous!

been able to provide the resources we needed to do the work we Pled$ges 3rec§ived:

outlined above as well as make major additional payments to our 17 ’]. 5 )
Pledges anticipated:

mortgage. Thank you! $173.428

|[I'P Could you give us a hand?
EA WANIHI uJoin%lhell];(irzoflirustees!

We could use a couple more people to help us lead the congregational
stewardship and budgeting process this spring.
If you like numbers and have the gift of invitation, celebration,
or feel you can represent the congregation
with regard to spending priorities — we want YOU!
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A, Sunshine Birthdays
Meeting each weekend 12:15-2pm i~ ﬁ ----- Yikes! We missed a
Subject to change b JANUARY
Keep yourself updated by texting ? _. BLESSINGS BIRTHDAY
Lyndsay Carey!! oN YOUR Phyllis Holland
C==DBIRTHDAY turned 80!
Help us recycle/reuse! on Jan. 27
REMEMBER — we want your empty Now, In FEBRUARY we celebrate with
printer cartridges, your redeemable Gail Clegg on Feb. 3
cans & bottles, your coupons, box tops,
and Campbell’s soup labels! Our Jan. 4
We return/recycle all these items to BLOOD DRIVE
generate income for FCC! Garnered 30 pints of blood
Bottles & cans — drop at the closet near room 19. Now THAT's more like it!
Cartridges/coupons — collection racks are by the office Next drive: Apl‘il 16!
& by the lower level beverage center/kitchenette.

HEY! What are you doing on Monday nights?
Carol Hall is offering some adult education!

Are you interested in learning more about the world that Jesus actually lived in
so you might gain a better understanding of the events that defined his
world?

Did you ever wonder what the words eschatological, eschaton, apocalyptic or
apocalyptic eschatology, or blood sacrifice meant?

Did you ever wonder how the Emperor of Roman felt about the Christians
calling Jesus “King”?

Would you like to hear more from a leading religious historian, John
Dominic Crossan, about the details of the events during Jesus’ last week
before Easter including the time in the Temple.

Join us on Monday nights starting Feb. 27th from 7-9pm in the Ruggles Room as Carol
Hall leads a 2 hour study group built around Dr. Crossan’s DVD series “The Challenge of
Jesus”. Please RSVP to the church office by February 13th. Thisis a 6 week class!

Happy Groundhog Day
Thursday, Feb. 2
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Are you ready for

“"EXPERIENCING GOD”

the MUSICAL?

May 18 & 19
The Sanctuary Choir, as well as others will be pre-
senting this incredible, life-changing production for
two performances in May. Mark your calendars for
this event. There will be a need for actors, danc-
ers, tumblers, as well as many behind-the-scene
people. If you are interested in helping the Choir
create this spectacular event, please contact Alan
Lollar.

DON’T MISS THIS EVENT!

CNLNTNLNTNLY

Vamishing actos

The choir will start disappearing on
February 4, 2012 at 8:30 AM. If you
would like to join in on this disappear-
ing act, please see Alan or any choir
member.

Lorraine Kremer and Dr. K. C. Laz-
zarra have both agreed to help give of
some insights as to why we do the
things we do. Karissa Markham has
agreed to help us once we get going on
how to start to stretch and move
(gently at first, please Karissa, no boot
camp!)

There will be prayers asking God to
help us. We will be accountable to oth-
ers in the weight loss group and, of
course, to God! Come check us out.

MEET IN THE CHOIR ROOM!

FEBRUARY IS
BLACK HISTORY
MONTH!

BOY SCOUT

Boy Scout Sunday is

Feb. 5
(Girl Scout Sunday is 3/11)

UPPER ROOM needs monitors/supervisors

Upper Room needs more adult monitors every Saturday night from 7 — 10:30 pm.
This community program is supported by the church, PRIDE, RAHCC, etc.
It is a “safe place for today’s youth in our community.”

Parents and other adults (known as monitors) assist the student staff to keep it so.
Some people volunteer weekly and others do it sporadically (one evening a month or so).

If you have a youth/s between 6 — 12" grade, they are allowed in for free the night you volunteer.
For those with younger children, monitors may bring their younger children at no change,
at their discretion. The Upper Room kids enjoy having a “mascot”.

Please consider volunteering to help monitor at Upper Room. If you are aware of others who
would enjoy staying connected to area youth, please pass along the information.

Talk to Barb Barnes 248.651-9097
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A New Year, A New You..... Where do You Fitin?

Lay Leadership Group is looking for a member and Board Of Trustees is looking for two.
This 2012 year is a great time to start your journey with God.
Does Lay Leadership Group or Board of Trustees fit with the new you?
Please speak with Abigail Goerg, your Moderator for more information.

L
BRASSAPALOOZA 3 4_
February 18, 7:30 PM

Come join the Resurrection Brass in this 3rd annual concert....

Kids from Junior church Will participate in this concert!
HOW SWEET IS THAT?
JAZZKATZ will make a guest appearance at this concert, too—

% SO LOTS OF GREAT MUSIC...
g S}F Come enjoy the music, andu
= special refreshments at intermission.
3 Yo -
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February Activities
K.O.0.L. (Kids Of Our Lord) Middle School Youth

5 12:15 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. Meeting
12 12:15 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. Meeting (begin planning for KOOL Café)

19 NO MEETING - advisors preparing for Fat Tuesday Pancake Dinner
21 FAT TUESDAY PANCAKE DINNER
We make/serve & clean-up.
Meet at church prior to 5:30 pm

26 12:15 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. Meeting
(more planning for KOOL Café)
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Croppin’ for our kids!!!

All-day scrapbooking
February 4, 2012

10am to 10pm
$40 per person
Make checks payable to
First Congregational Church

Registration forms are on bulletin boards & in the office!
Space is limited!
If you have any questions please contact
Heather Chase 248-495-5341 or Lisa Wilmot 248-563-6548

We need helpers to set up and take down as well as helpers in the kitchen.
The food list is up in Fellowship Hall and MANY items are still needed.
Baked good donations as well as prize donations would be greatly appreciated.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED — see above...

CAN YOU HELP FOR A FEW HOURS, WITH SET UP OR TAKE
DOWN...OR HELP IN THE KITCHEN? Call Heather or Lisa!

CrURCH SCHOOL CURRICULUM

Elementary age curriculum for February Middle School Sunday school
Topic based learning sessions each week
February 5 Being Salt & Light from "IT".
(Matthew 4:23-5:16) Senior High Sunday school
February 12 Giving, Praying, Fasting Discussion learning sessions on "Soul
(Matthew 6:1-18) Surfer".
February 19 Live Truly
(Matthew 7:1-12) ADULT CLASSES
February 26 Jesus Heals a Servant See Page 3 for info on a new Sunday af-
(Matthew 8:5-13) ternoon Pastor’s Class starting Mar. 4 and
March 4 Jesus Walks on Water Page 6 with info on a new Monday night
(Matthew 14:22-33) adult study group led by Carol Hall starting

February 27.
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CHURCH WORLD SERVICE — HYGIENE KITS

Women's Fellowship at First Congregational Church is collecting items for the Church World Ser-
vice Health Kits. These health kits are sent to where ever there is a disaster, be it in the U.S. or
abroad. This is a simple gift of comfort our Women's Fellowship has provided to the world for dec-
ades. We hope you can participate this year by dropping off items into the baskets by the church
office or downstairs by the little kitchen. Please see the list of items below.

Women's Fellowship will also be collecting 70-page spiral notebooks in these same baskets to fin-
ish many of the school kits we have started.

Parish Post

Please see how our gifts help make the world a better place.

Visit: http://youtu.be/6U1vZxSkimg

To assemble a Health/ Hygiene Kit you will need:

&S

One washcloth
One wide-tooth comb

One bar of soap (bath size in wrapper)
One toothbrush (in original package)

e Six Band-Aids®

e $2 for shipping (optional)

Please bring any or all items listed.

One hand towel measuring approximately 16" x 28" (no fingertip or bath towels)

One nail clipper (no metal files or emery boards)

Please do not add toothpaste to the Health/ Hygiene Kit. Thank you!

Hygiene Kit value: $10; Processing/Shipping Cost: $2 per Kit

Dear Members of
First Congregational Church,
We would like to thank everyone who
donated food, funds and grocery gift cards
as part of our Mission | collection in support
of FCC Christmas Basket program. Be-
cause of these contributions we were able
to provide 105 Christmas Baskets to those
in need this holiday season. We would also
like to thank Reverend Wheeler and the
Board of Trustees who approved funding
for the additional purchases necessary. We
were able to provide a brighter holiday for
many in our community because of the
continued generosity and support of FCC
members and its leaders.
Thank you.
Liz Munchiando &

Melinda Houghton

Dear Friends,

What a lovely surprise to find Lynn
and Lee Musson at my door with a beautiful
bouquet of pink flowers.

It is such a great service you all do
giving your time to brighten the days of
shut-ins. We are all so grateful!

Many thanks,
Alice Hill

Heart warm thanks to all you church
folk who have expressed your condolences
to me in the past weeks since my dear sister,
Hildur, left us. Some sent cards and others
had hugs and kind words.

It is so wonderful to be a member of
such a caring congregation!

Blessings to all,
Gail Kemler



http://youtu.be/6U1vZxSklmg

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 Office hours 2 3 4 830 CHORR
8 AMto 7 PM Groundhog day! 7PM 9AMto 1 PM
11 AM Healing Min. CrossWords Rental for
12:30 Joseph 6:30 AM Men’s Rehearsal 3 PR classes
Carpenters Bible Study 10 AM DAR in
4 PM Blessings 2 PM pantry tour Multi Purpose
Ina backpack For RANH 10 AM All Da
4 PM Organist 7PMCIT y
4 PM Worship Cmte SCRAPBOOKING
Wed Night choir ; g’(’)\”g&”t% A EVENT
Rehearsals : s 1:30 PM PR make-
PCUUC too 7:30 PM STEP 4:28 PM Pride
6 PM rental 7-10:30 PM
Princeton (3) Upper Room
5 Worshipat 9 6 7 8 Office hours 8to7 | 9 10 11
and 11 am. 6:30 PMWmns AA. | 9 AM N. Needles 10 AM Pantry Tour 6:30 AM Men’s 9:30 AM 8:30 CHOIR
Pulpit Guest KC! 7:30 PMOA. 9:30 AM WestMS Bible Study Geneaology 9AMto1PM
Boy Scout Sunday | 7:30 PM STEP Practicing our 11 AM Healing Min. | 7 p rental 5:30 PM Wedding Rental for
10/AM Church Faith Study | |2 Lydia Guid 7 PM Scout den rehearsal Four PR classes
11 PCUUC 11 AM Staff Inabackpack | /-50PM OA Rehaareal .
12:15 KOOL 6:30 PM Scouts 4 PM Organist 7:30 PM STEP enhearsa 4 PM Weddmg
12:15 SHYG Sigelko Wed Night choir 7.9 PM FAMILY | +:30PM Pride
1 PM Rentals (3) 7 PM Scouts Rehearsals MOVIE NIGHT 7-10:30 PM
5 PM Confirmation Wolves PCUUC too Upper Room
7 PM Scout Bd. 6 PM rental
Princeton (3)
12 Worship at 9 13 14 15 Office hours 16 17 18
and 11 am. 6:30 PMWmns AA. | 9 AM N. Needles 8AMto7PM | 6:30 AM Men’s 9:30 AM 8:30 CHOIR
With communion | 7:30 PM O.A. 9:30 AM 11 AM Healing Min. Bible Study Geneaology 9AMto1PM
10 Al\ﬂ Cr|1urch 7:30 PM STEP Practicing our 4 Fl’M Btl)esskmgsk 7PMCIT 7PM Rental for
Senoo Faith Study r @ backpac 7 PM rental CrossWords 1 PR classes
oL 11 AM Staff oGSt 730PM OA. Rehearsal 4:30 PM Pride
: ght choir .
12:15 SHYG 7 PM Scout Pack Rehearsals 7:30 PM STEP 7-10:30 PM
12:15 Music Cmte 7 PM Trustees PCUUC too Upper Room
1 PM Rentals (2) 6 PM rental 7:30 PM
5 PM Confirmation Princeton (2) BRASSAPALOOZA
concert!
19 20 21 9 AM Needles | 22 Office hours 23 24 25
Worship at 9 6:30 PMWmns AA. | 9 AM MOMS Club 8AMto7PM | 6:30 AM Men’s 9:30 AM 8:30 CHOIR
and 11 am. 7:30 PMOA. 9:30 AM 11 AM Healing Min. Bible Study Geneaology 9AMto1PM
10 AM Church 7:30 PM STEP Practicing our 4 PM Blessings 7 PM LIFT 7PM Rental for
school Faith Study In a backpack 7 PM rental CrossWords 2 PR classes
11 PCUUC 10:30 Great 4 PM Organist 7 PM Scout den Rehearsal
12:15 SHYG Parents class Wed N|ght choir . 430 PM Prid
1 PM Rentals (1) 11 AM Staff Rehearsals 7:30PM OA. DU FM Pride
5 PM Confirmation 6 PM PANCAKE PCUUC too 7:30 PM STEP 7-10:30 PM
SUPPER 6 PM rental Upper Room
Princeton (2)
7P Scout den 7:30 ASH WED.
7:30 PM Lay SERVICE
Leadership
26 27 28 29 Office hours
Worship at 9 6:30 PMWmns AA. | 9 AM N. Needles 8 AMto 7 PM
and 11 am. 7 PM Adult class 9:30 AM 11 AM Healing Min. ~=
10 AM Church Led by C. Hall Practicing our 4 PM Blessings
school 7:30 PM OA. Faith Study In a backpack
11 PCUUC 7:30 PM STEP 10:30 Great 4 PM Organist
12:15 KOOL ) Wed Night choir
12:15 SHYG Parents class Rehearsals
1 PM Rentals (2) 11 AM Staff PCUUC too
5 PM Confirmation 6 PM rental

6 PM Bowling

Princeton (2)
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Leap Year Greetings to our friends,

First Congregational Church, UCC
Rochester, Michigan

Come enjoy this Concert with

An appearance by
February 18, 7:30 the FCC JAZZKATZ and

Our Kids from the church school!




